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World Press Freedom Day 2005

Media and Good Governance

and defenceless” urged Dr Ravi, Editor of The Hindu, India.

Dr Ravi, was the chief guest for the World Press Freedom Day 2005 celebration in
Kuala Lumpur. The commemoration of the event was organised by the Asian Institute for
Development Communication (Aidcom) in collaboration with the Malaysian Press Institute
and the National Press Club, in cooperation with the United Nations and under the
sponsorship of the Embassy of Finland in Malaysia. The
event, which began with a Keynote Address and followed
by a student forum, was held at the Kuala Lumpur City Hall
on 3 May 2005.

The event was attended by over 200 participants which
included members of the media, students, academics and
fellow NGO officials.

In his Keynote Address, Dr N Ravi remarked that the
value of a free press will become more obvious and it will
gain recognition if the journalists worked in that direction.
He also explained that restraints on press freedom in the
name of public order and state security were often the B
reasons the Government used to shield themselves from §
political embarrassment or to prevent the exposure of p Rayi presenting his Keynote
corruption. Dr Ravi concluded that “press freedom was a Address
mix of the right of freedom of expression and the right to
carry on a business, including freedom to disseminate news, information and viewpoints”.

A Student Forum was also held to sensitise the youth and the student community
about the concept of freedom of expression. A panel of speakers comprising six students
was selected from national universities and university colleges to speak in favour of, or
against, the issues concerning press freedom, good governance and democracy. A
Panel of Jury was selected by Aidcom to comment on the Forum.

Below are some quotes from the selected students on press freedom:-

“The media must not lose sight of their mission, which is to speak for the powerless

Mr Jayaram Gopinath, HELP
University College

“It’s time to consider alterations to the
parameters set for the Malaysian
media as awareness and literacy
among the public has reached an all
time high”.

Ms Nur Asiah, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia
(National University of
Malaysia)

“Only a free and unshackled media
stands any chance of being an
effective watchdog on behalf of the
public”.

Ms Amira Sariyati Firdaus,
Universit i Malaya (University
of Malaya)

“The regulated press freedom that
Malaysia enjoys is greatly beneficial
to Malaysian society as it would
ensure an integrated society which
is diverse in its racial and ethnic
population”.



HealthCom 2005

“Mobilising Human Resources and T

echnology

for Advancing the Quality of Life”
16 — 17 August 2005, Kuala Lumpur

The 2-day International Conference on Health Communication
was held at the Renaissance Hotel in Kuala Lumpur in
association with the Ministry of Health, Malaysia and the
Malaysian Pharmaceutical Society. Atotal of 59 participants
from the public sector including State Health Departments;
private sector including pharmaceutical companies and
medical equipment providers, health-related and consumer
NGOs; and academicians, registered to attend this
Conference.
The objectives of the conference were to:

v provide a platform to gather ideas from a wealth of
experience on health communication strategies and
programmes;

v garner information to harness Information Technology
capabilities in the healthcare industry;

v sensitise media, healthcare specialists, concerned
professionals, and the general public about today’s
health communication problems and potential solutions;

v facilitate deeper relationships among industry
professionals.

Tan Sri Dato’ Hj Mazlan Nordin, Aidcom Chairman
welcomed the delegates and guests to the two-day
conference and emphasised the importance of health
communication: “Effective health communication through all
types of media accomplishes what nothing else can. Itaims
to influence, inform and motivate individuals, communities
and nations to make appropriate decisions on important health
issues. “

Dr Nafis Sadik,
Adviser to the UN
Secretary General and
Special Envoy on HIV/
AIDS in Asia gave the
keynote address
entitled “Advocacy for
Quality of Life with
Special Reference to
the Millennium
Development Goals
(MDGS)". In her speech
Dr Nafis highlighted that
among the poor, low
levels of health was the
greatest threat to their security and wellbeing, hence three
MDGs are directly related to health.

“Emphasis is needed in designing and refining
programmes, in training staff and supervisors, and in ensuring
that the systems meet the needs of the intended
beneficiaries,” she said.

Dr Nafis also concluded that “if the current situation of
under-funding and disregard for healthcare for the poor as
well as no strong implementation of changes continues, any

Dr Nafis Sadik presenting her keynote
address at the Conference.
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From (L-R): Mr Khairul Bashar, Excutive Director, Aidcom, YBhg Tan Sri
Dato’ Hj Mazlan Nordin, Chairman, Aidcom, YB Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek,
Minister of Health, Dr Nafis Sadik, Adviser to the UN Secretary General
and Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Asia and YBhg Tan Sri Abu Bakar
Sulaiman, President, International Medical University.

proposed goals to end poverty will never be visualised”.

The International Conference was officially opened by
YB Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek, Minister of Health, Malaysia.

“Health communication today has evolved into the
Strategic Era which is characterised by multi-channel
integration, multiplicity of stakeholders, increased attention
to evaluation and evidence-based programming, large scale
impact at the national level, more pervasive use of the mass
media, and a communication process in which participants
create and share together”, he said.

Based on feedback received at the Conference, the
International Conference on Health Communication was
overall rated as ‘good’ and ‘successfully organised’ in terms
of administrative arrangements, location and venue,
programme content and coverage of important issues,
usefulness of discussions after each session, usefulness of
presentations for work or business, and opportunities for
interaction with others in the industry.

The most useful aspect of the conference was
communication in terms of health, updated information, issues
from different countries and its achievements, meeting
experts, specialists and professionals, and exchanging
experiences.

Discussion and issues that surfaced at the conference
included:

v Plenary 1:Communication in Terms of Uncertainty - the
need for communication in times of disaster and disease
outbreaks such as SARS, Nipah virus, tsunami and the
haze; the ASEAN web page information sharing platform
inimproving disease surveillance and outbreak detection;
educating the Malaysian public on the Methadone
(October 2005) and Needle Sharing (January 2006)
programmes; and expectations and role of the media.



Dr Nafis Sadik, YB Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek and YBhg Tan Sri Dato’ Hj
Mazlan Nordin seen here participating in a Press Conference after the
Opening of the Conference

v Plenary 2: Smart Partnership: Balancing Public Services
and Profits — Strong partnerships have been made in
the effort to eliminate blindness by 2020, to provide
medicine and care for HIV and AIDS patients, to provide
health screening service in rural areas, and to conduct
surgery for those not able to afford it; the government
alone cannot tackle the problems in health and the
environment yet there are contradictions between the
need for companies to profit, with the public interest,
industry should also pay for initiatives in implementing
the MDGs as they have increasing profits and public
influence; cancer incidence in Malaysia;

v Plenary 3:Public Health: Moving Beyond the Reach of
the Public — GDP spending on health, telehealth
operation policies, doctor to patient ratios, and a one-
tier system; consumers are prepared to pay for
healthcare, the fragmented healthcare system in
Malaysia, the fee system in hospital subsidisation, the
promotion of wellness and a social security scheme for
health.

v Plenary 4:Consumer-Driven Healthcare Services —the
rising costs of healthcare, consumer concerns, costly
medicine, and turning toward alternative and traditional
medicine; the importance of consumer participation in
the healthcare system;

v Parallel 1A:Young People: Risk and Responsibility - a
young people friendly clinic in which the adolescents
can go to seek advice and provides internet surfing, a
library, indoor games and meeting rooms; gender-specific
programmes, sexual education and an openness to
discuss facts and values; videos that tackle issues like
puberty, passion, marriage and family planning; comic
books, radio and television programmes, and workshops;
resistance/opposition to programmes, sex before
marriage, and sexual orientation.

v Parallel 1B:Telemedicine Challenges and Opportunities
— telemedicine utilisation; involvement of patients in
telemedicine, and privacy protection.

v Parallel 2A: When Women Can't Say No — the need to
promote gender equality and human rights, the need for
men and boys to be responsible to end violence against
women, heed to empower women especially when they
are poor and have little access to support, and need to
educate women of their rights; women’s access to
antiviral treatments; projects with male involvement.

v Parallel 2B:Reading Advertisements Between the Lines
— monitoring of patients after prescribing medication, a

need to train pharmacists on how medication can be
used and monitored, irresponsible claims, industry’s role
in educating the public, the readiness of Direct To
Consumer Advertising (DTCA) in Malaysia.

Parallel 3A:ICT and the Health Conscious Individual —
information telecentres need local and relevant content,
practical research, be demand-driven, have smart
management to connect telecentres to schools and health
centres, and partnerships with private sector clinics and
universities; using the internet for health; quality and
accuracy of health websites, need to push websites to
comply to certain guidelines, need to educate consumers
to judge for themselves the credibility of information;

Parallel 3B:Substandard and Counterfeit Medicines on
Online Drugstores: The Booming Concerns — need for
protection of the public from unapproved, illegal, or
fraudulent drugs; need for pharmaceutical companies and
government to work together to identify counterfeit drugs;

Parallel 4A:The Vanishing Link: The Doctor-Patient
Relationship — the right of patients to gain access to
enough explanation on illnesses, therapy and long term
care; need for doctors to be trained well in the art of
communication,need for doctors to build good rapport
and trust with patients, need for patients to take
responsibility for their healthcare.

Parallel 4B:The Pull of Traditional and Complementary
Medicines and Practices - need for integration, education
and regulation; need for TCM practitioners and allopathic
doctors to understand each other and not view each other
negatively; need to provide standardised training to the
TCM practitioners as well as licensing and labeling of
herbal products; need for clinical trials to ensure safe

Participants of the Conference during a Plenary Session. Prof Dr Royal
D Colle and Mr Jose Rimon Il, seen at far right of photo.

use of products; need to rid systems of fraudulent
practices that prey on desperate patients; need for the
public to be aware that they have the right to come forward
to report on dubious allopathic or traditional therapies.

v Plenary 5: Health Communication: The Way Forward —

rapid changes in ICT, quality in interaction, household
expenditure on healthcare, disease management.ll

Conference proceedings are available on the website
www.aidcom.com.



“Enhancing the Role of Media in Raising Environment

al Awareness”

A Practical W orkshop held at Bukit Kiara

2005, it is timely that attention be drawn to the quality of

water in rivers and streams, and the factors which have
an adverse effect on fragile riverine ecosystems. Thus far in
Malaysia, it remains an incontestable fact that awareness of
these ecosystems among all sectors of civil society remains
low. This includes the media, which has the sole ability to
inform, influence and educate the public, as well as to
galvanise public opinion and advocacy.

Consequently, in order to enhance the state of
environmental reporting on rivers and streams, Aidcom, in
collaboration with the Global Environment Centre (GEC) and
the Malaysian Centre for Environmental Communicators
(MACEC) organised a one-day event on Wednesday 20 July,
2005, in Kuala Lumpur.

The Seminar / Workshop comprised of guided field work
in a riverine area, followed by discussions and on-site
information dissemination. The field work venue was the
source of the Sungai Pencala located in the Taman Tun Dr
Ismail/Bukit Kiara area while the discussion sessions were
held at the Menara MPPJ in Petaling Jaya. Though the event
was organised to expose media communicators to the
predicament of environmental reporting, the 35 participants
comprised of not only journalists but also government officials
and members of civil society organisations.

I n conjunction with World Environment Day on 5 June,

Participants at the source of Sungai Penchala at the Taman Tun Dr Ismail/
Bukit Kiara area during field work session of the Workshop. (Photo
courtesy of China Press)

The participants truly appreciated the dual format of the
Seminar / Workshop as it allowed them to understand the
direct and indirect consequences of polluting and
contaminating substances on the riverine environment better.
The journalists especially felt that the experience enhanced
their abilities in reporting about the environment.l

Workshop on
“Photography — The Art of Seeing”

Participants having fun during the practical session of the Workshop.

the Asian Institute for Development Communication
(Aidcom), was held from 3 - 5 July 2005 in Kuala
Selangor. This Workshop was attended by 21 participants
from all parts of Malaysia and two of them came from Brunei
Darussalam. The Chief Facilitator was Mr. Zahari Zakaria,
Photo Head, English Publications of NSTP Photo
Department.
The Workshop was primarily aimed at giving

Q two and half day intensive Workshop, organised by

participants, users and practitioners of photography an in-depth
understanding of the power and value of photography,
combining practical hands-on aspects together with theory.
Participants acquired the essential practical knowledge and
skill of picture-taking and other elements that go into the process
of getting the best picture in print. From this Workshop, the
participants appreciated and understood more effective ways
of using photography to enhance the image of their corporations
or organisations through their corporate publications, corporate
communication and dissemination of information.

Group photo of Workshop participants.



“The Enhancement of the Role of Environmental Journalism
in Malaysia”

An Aidcom-USM-A W Consult Project

Malaysian and Danish Journalists’ Attachment Programmes

idcom in collaboration with Universiti Sains Malaysia
A(zUSM) and Arne Wangel Consult is implementing a
4 month project on “The Enhancement of the Role of
Environmental Journalism in Malaysia”. It commenced in
2004.

Sponsored by the Danish International Development
Agency (Danida), the project aims at establishing a
programme with the capacity of continuously identifying and
meeting news skills requirements of environmental
journalists in Malaysia as they emerge. It is also to facilitate
a sustained exchange of views, ideas and information on
environmental reporting between environmental journalists and
Schools of Communication in Malaysia and Denmark.

One of the major activities of this project was attachment
programmes held in Malaysia and Denmark, attended by
ten journalists selected from each country. The journalists
were selected based on their experience in writing about the
environment and their passion about the subject.

The first attachment programme was held in Malaysia
in January 2005. This programme saw the Danish journalists
being assigned to various local newspapers and broadcast
stations. During the duration of their stay here, they were
exposed to local experiences in environmental journalism
and were briefed by high ranking officers from numerous
relevant government departments and civil society

Malaysian journalists seen to be enjoying their outdoor study session in
Denmark.
organisations like the Department of Environment (DOE), the
Economic Planning Unit (EPU) and the Centre for
Environment, Technology and Development (CETDEM).
The Danish journalists, when questioned about their
experiences here, were very impressed by the passion
demonstrated by local environmental journalists in their quest
for a more aware and a more environmentally friendly Malaysian
society. The journalists felt that even though progress appeared
to be slow in achieving more comprehensive policies on the

Malaysian journalist Zora Chan of Borneo Post seen here with Danish
journalist Hans Pedersen at a wind turbine in Samsoe Island, Denmark.

environment by the local authorities, the Malaysian journalists
were doing a good job in educating the public about relevant
environmental issues.

In April 2005, the second part of the attachment programme
commenced in Denmark where the selected ten Malaysian
journalists took part in a three-week study programme. During
the first week, the journalists joined a tailor-made course
programme teaching several journalism disciplines such as
investigative journalism and cross-media journalism at the
Danish School of Journalism.This was followed by two weeks
of field trips to various spots that were environmentally related.
This allowed the visiting journalists to study conservation
policies that have been successfully implemented by the people
and Government of Denmark.

The Malaysian journalists expressed the view that
exposure to the different media situation in Denmark prompted
them to reflect on the constraints and also opportunities for
environmental reporting in Malaysia. This, they said, further
strengthened their motivation to practise what they had learnt
during their attachment programme there.

The mutual exposure of Malaysian and Danish
environmental journalists to different conditions during the
attachment programmes as well as the development of a close
working relationship between the two parties, we hope will lay
the foundation for long term networking on professional issues
and exchange of media material.



Aidcom Publication

The Journal of Development Communication,
Volume Sixteen, Number One, June 2005.

The Journal of Development Communication published by
Aidcom aims to facilitate the understanding of the process
of development communication around the globe through
articles that describe the relevant issues in this field.

As this year marks the sixth consecutive year that Aidcom
has commemorated World Press Freedom Day, this issue
of the Journal focuses on an important aspect of
communication as it pertains to nationhood and good
governance, that of freedom of expression. Articles include a
paper by Dr N Ravi, Editor of The Hindu on the nature and
purpose of a free press and opinions held by six students
who participated in the forum which was organised to
commemorate World Press Freedom Day.

Price (inclusive of postage):

RM 28.00 per copy - Malaysia

US$11.00 per copy - Developing Countries
US$21.00 per copy - Developed Countries

Congratulations!

The staff members of Aidcom would like to congratulate the
Chairman, YBhg Tan Sri Dato’ Hj Mazlan Nordin upon being
conferred the title Tan Sri by the Government of Malaysia.

Welcome........

We would like to welcome Ms Maria Pencun to
Aidcom. She is joining us as an intern with a grant
from the Heinz Nixdorf Foundation, Germany. Maria
received her Master’'s Degree in Business
Communication from the Berlin University of Arts.
She previously worked as a Media Consultant with
MediaCom, Cologne, Germany.

Upcoming Events

In May 2004, a two-day seminar entitled “Fighting Corruption
Effectively: A Multi-Pronged Approach” was organised by the
Asian Institute for Development Communication (Aidcom),
sponsored by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

One output of the seminar was the preparation of
Resolutions, forwarded to the office of the Prime Minister, which
later sent a letter of acknowledgement and appreciation to
Aidcom in November 2004.

It has been more than a year since the seminar was
convened. Hence some introspection and review is timely to
determine if there has been a significant improvement in these
areas.

In this regard, the Asian Institute for Development
Communication (Aidcom) in cooperation with the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation is organising a one-day seminar entitled
“Anti-Corruption Initiatives In Malaysia: An Update” on 3 October
2005 at the Concorde Hotel, Kuala Lumpur.

Enhancing the Role of Environmental
Journalism in Malaysia

The Asian Institute for Development Communication (Aidcom),
in collaboration with Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, and
Danish consultancy firm Arne Wangel Consult, is working to
achieve the objectives of a two-year project aimed at
strengthening environmental reporting in Malaysia This project,
entitled “Enhancing the Role of Environmental Journalism in
Malaysia”, is funded by Danish International Development
Assistance (DANIDA).

One of the objectives of the Project is to formulate a
curriculum for environmental journalism for students in
institutions of higher education. In a series of workshops, media
representatives and resource persons have identified some
themes to form the basis of a curriculum for students of
journalism in tertiary institutions.

A draft curriculum has now been formulated and is ready for
testing. In addition, another Project output, a manual on
environmental journalism, is also ready for evaluation. In order
to evaluate both the curriculum and the manual, a three —day
workshop will be organised in Penang from 28-30 September
2005 involving up to 25 journalists and resource persons from
the northern states of the country.

A second three-day workshop with the same objectives is
scheduled for November 2005 in Kuala Lumpur, this time
involving journalists and resource persons from the central and
southern states, as well as Sabah and Sarawak.




